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Set Port Condition X-RAY 

 
 
 

In preparation for Tropical Storm Arlene, Marine Safety Office New Orleans has set Port Condition X-
RAY in accordance with the Maritime Hurricane Contingency (MHCP) Plan. Port Condition X-RAY is set
when gale force winds are predicted to arrive at the Southwest Pass Entrance Sea Buoy within 48 hours.
(You may review the MHCP online at http://www.uscg.mil/d8/mso/nola/) 
 
Due to the low risk associated with this storm, the COTP has modified the specific actions outlined in the
MHCP and not all actions will be taken. In order to ensure that the COTP is aware of vessel intentions, you
are reminded that all vessels are required to report changes in their NOA arrival and departure information.
(33 CFR 160.208, 33 CFR 160.212) 
 
The COTP will be contacting vessels at anchor to further determine their intentions and will discuss
operations with waterfront facilities. You are strongly encouraged to review your existing hurricane plan or
develop a plan if you do not have one.  It is extremely important to decide in advance how to minimize
your risk and be prepared to evacuate, if necessary. 
 
You are reminded that bridge closures on the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal may begin 36 to 48 hours
before severe weather makes landfall. The closure of these bridges and floodgates is triggered by the speed
of advance of the approaching storm. This information, as well as other important hurricane-related
information, will be relayed to the maritime community through Marine Safety Bulletins and Broadcast
Notice to Mariners. 
 
The following is contact information that you may find useful: 
 
Marine Safety Office New Orleans: (504) 589-6169 
Marine Safety Office Morgan City: (985) 380-5320 
Integrated Command Center (24 Hour): (504) 846-5923/5924 
Vessel Traffic Center (24 Hour): (504) 589-2780 or VHF-FM channels 16 or 67 
National Response Center (24 Hour): 1-800-424-8802 
 
 
 

F. M. PASKEWICH 
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